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perhaps be lawfully inferred from the number
of unbelievers, But on Christian principles
no such conclusion follows. There will only
be a new proof of the fatal proneness of men
to choose idols, and forsake the living God;
and a new pledge that the time is at hand
when this latest idol of human folly shall be
abolished by the bright dawning of the Day-
spring from on high. Sceptical theories arc
rendered more seductive and dangerous when
numbers embrace thorn,, but this is no real
evidence of their truth. The wide and fatal
spread of a pestilence might as reasonably
be held to prove that its victims are free from
all disease.

The doctrine is charged, further, with a
total want of evidence. It is ff noi coun-
tenanced by a single fact," No one ever saw
a special creation. Whenever the order of
organic nature is exposed to view, it expels
this conception, and it survives only in con-
nexion with imagined places, where the order
of phenomena is unknown,

Tho creation of new species continually, in
modern times, is nowhere affirmed in the
Bible, and is no part of popular Christian faith.
Some naturalists may have held it as a private
conjecture; but if the proofs of that conjec-
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